

L - 

1 *• T'*- 

{^' t ' 

.. \m 



4. S ^ ' 












SEQUENTIAL 

ARTsy(^J]jj 

gf5N£R. I 


©iBOi ARE 

GROWING UP! 

FOR WRITERS, ARTISTS & EDITORS WHO 
MUST KEEP UP WITH NEW STANDARDS 
OF QUALITY AND READERSHIP 
IN COMIC BOOKS 
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SEQUENTIAL ART 

THE HOW AND WHY GUIDE TO MASTERING THE MEDIUM 
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BY THE LIGHT 
OF AN ALIEN 
FIRE 


4 

EDITORIAL 


54 

COMICS IN 
REVIEW 


Edcfy Current, Espers, DC’s 
Shadow and Outcasts 

by GERALD JONES 


1 IS THIS COMIC NOVEL TOO 
\ ■ COMPLEX OR A CHALLENGE? 
I From an Interview 
- by BRAD ELLIOTT 


- THE NEW PERMANENT TEAM 
ON JONNY QUEST OF MARC 
HEMPEL, MARK WHEATLEY 

r;; and bill loess. 


15 

COMING 

DISTRACTIONS 


63 

AMAZING 

READERS 

Harlan's Vlctim(?) 


DON ROSA’S : 

INFORMATION V;, 

CENTER .r-; 

G.l. CAVEBOY, r^\\ 


Ip META-MANIACS DOC’S 

A HERO HISTORY OF THE BMarkireuei m 

ijt ELEMENT MAN- BOORStlELF 

’iv> METAMORPHO Fortunds Friends, Buck Godot, ai 

by KEVIN GOULD Will Eisner 


OUR COVER: Original by enc 


setting: Ekkho Mirat trades pric< 
Earth nostalgia. Art ©Eric Vin( 
Popeye (SKInq Features Svndii 
























Amazing 


Number One 
^ Selling 
Ninja Comic 
in Japan 


KAMUl 


Outsells 

Lone Wolf & Cub 
nearly 2 to 1. 



Check it out. 

& WttiJ imns 
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COMICS SLICKeR THAN ROCK H I 















Blackthorne news: black-and-white 
massacre, Timeline’s fine-tuning 


Wolph: one of Blackthorne's 

^olu MoZl will no, appear a. seven mmaining b&w titles. 

^'*with Crow of the Bear Clan and (Bozo, FUntstones, G.I. Joe, Gum- 
Hamster Vice going to rolo^r m the by, the nw 

with only seven ongoing black-and- ten Timeline color comics, 
white titles: Cold-Blooded 

Chameleon Commandos, Dick ELLISON REPRINTS ELUDE 
Tracy Monthly, Enchanted Valley, BLACKTHORNE: Blackthorne's 



TIMELINE BITS: MARK 
BEACHUM will be inking as well 
as pencilling Omni Men. . . DEN¬ 
NIS FRANCIS has been tapped as 
the pencUler of the BRUCE JONES- 
written Lockel: NORM BREY- 
FOGLE is drawing the first cover 
... JOE KUBERT is doing the 


Bringers. which is being written 
and inked by MIKE GUSTOVICH 
... Omega Elite's creative team 
will be GREG SWAN. DAVID 
AMMERMAN, and DELL BAR¬ 
RAS. .. And DENNIS FRANCIS 
and PETE IRO are drawing Locke. 

ALSO: MIKE KELLY will be tak- 

drawinVchoresTn'co'w^^ 
Chameleon Commandos beginning 
with #6... JIM PASCOE will be 
doing the complete art on Labor 
Force beginning with #8. .. And 




Cirocco does 

1 FRANK CIROCCO, whose Final 

two for 

1 Cycle from Dragon’s Teeth should 

Slave Labor 

be hitting the stands any day now 


Dark Horse 
Picks Up Wizard 
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'COMICS' i 


ADVERTISEMENT 


ADVERTISEMENT 


ADVERTISEMENT 


B. C. Boyer’s 
The Masked Man 
Is Back in Town 

Longest Running 
Eclipse Character 
Returns in 
Black and White 


Paperdolls 
From the Comics 
is Reieased 


Miiton Caniff’s 
America 

New Book Collects 
Patriotic Strips 
From Entire Career 


TOP OF THE NEWS 

The Masked Man follows Zot and i 
Crossfire, returns in black-and-white. A 
New Milton Caniff collection readied ^ 


/lALPfii 






















































































ButcaslH 


2049 A.D.: 

Wanna knowwhat 
they’re gonna do to you if 
you’re a little different? 






NOVEL 


JOHN WAGNER & ALAN GRANT 
CAM KENNEDY • STEVE MONTANO 
A new deluxe format 12 issue maxi-serie 
Starting in July 


HULK #336 




MARVEL EPIC COMICS 













COMING 



Amazing Heroes #i; 










A Cast of (Alien?) 
Characters 

ien Fire has the in-depth 
aracter development usually 
und in novels. Through 
shbacks, we learn all the 
iments that brought together the 


Sny,^^i:rbr.li„11t A Synopsis 

of fact, is the real alien character. 

Here in outer space everyone has issue o/Alien Fire will j Loneliness 


Parts 1 & 2 of Alien Fire 
A Synopsis 


etty soon, it had extended to 24 
mes. We spent eight months out 

;e 10-hour story sessions. Jack 

1 that teletype paper, we'd 
sembled a storyline almost a 
mdred feet long on legal paper, 
ped together and rolled up like 

While planning Alien Fire the 
rst Vincent/Smith collaborative 
fort appeared in Eclipse's Tales 
■Terror m. (Eric did the cover 
r the first issue.) Called "Live- 
Dead,'’ as Smith told it, it was 
iomething to get a little exposure 
id make some money.(laughter)" 

More Things in 
Heaven and Earth 


the more profitable and violently ' Alien Ca 
competitive and providing an 

ongoing business for Captain The only human oi 
Mirat and the Wooden Bird. | Wooden Bird, Ed 

Vincent and Smith's firet collaboration from Tates of Te 



feeling of.. .alienation is intend¬ 
ed to be there,” Anthony said. We 
see and experience much through 
Ed’s perspective; the story in 
effect, mirrors Ed's confusion. 
Anthony speculated, “I'm afraid 
readers are going to assume it 
indicates a lack of control in the 


The first issue ends with Ed, as 
he has many times before, retir¬ 
ing to one of the ships's holds and 
dancing to old Fifties Earth music 
and drinking himself into a stupor. 
The song is “JailhoUse Rock,” 
which is meant to be kind of an 
ironic reference.. .when he says, 
"Earth’s national anthem,” refer- 

“Our story, in a large part, deals 
with loneliness and suffering. 


establish some flavor of pos 
holocaust Earth. Yet, it is not tl 
nuclear confrontation mo 
science fiction novels hat 
depicted. There was no full-sca 
engagement, but mostly sporat 
fighting, leading to disease 
emraphy, a wearing down, a co 
lapse. “We’re leaving this open fi 

Leaving Earth, the Wxxien Bit 
is attacked by pirates—for a reasc 
revealed later and the ship 


made some enemies, To alleviai 
his financial situation, he’s fon 
ed to sell the crown jewel of the 
Earth nostalgia collection- 
W'urlitzer jukebox. Ed, wh 
loathes details, sleeps while th 
decision is made, and is ftiriou; 



























comic book, but chapters in a 

People have commented they 
didn’t understand Alien Fire until 
they finished the book. Anthony’s 
reaction was, “Good! That’s what 
we intend.” He believes that a 
close reading of the entire issue is 
necessary for the narrative to truly 

definition of an illustrated story, a 
complementary meshing of words 
and pictures. 

Like any novel, Anthony 
asserted, “Each chapter should in 

material should deepend and it 
should clarify. Hf’ know what we’re 
doing. Material that may not be 
clear will become clear in later 
chapters. What you understand 
now will have even more meaning 
in the context of the rest of the 

“These same readers,” Eric 

said, “would not put up with the 
shortcomings of average comic 
books storytelling if they were 
found in science fiction novels, or 

Eric suggested that the readers 
relax, that like doing a puzzle, one 

enough pieces. “The story’s going 
to begin to coalesce,” he assured, 
“it’s gonna pull together. This 
thing isn’t out of control.” 

Anthony concurred, saying, 

tually it will all te made cfear. We 
know that we know what we're do¬ 
ing. The readers just have to take 
that on feith. I understand their 

compromise the material, 1 don’t 

He continued, “All we can do 

a story. Nothing like this has been 

done. We love this story and that's 

Writing Comics & 
Reader Abiiity 

Even on the simplest levels it 

are not understood. Some people 
have told Anthony that they have 
no idea what happened to the 
pirates in the first issue or why 
they blew up. Anthony respond- 

some basic idea of what combus¬ 
tion is, you can figure it out. But 

I’m obviously wrong. A lot of peo¬ 
ple just don’t understand. Whether 
it’s a failing in our story-telling or 
a failing in the reading. I’m not 

“The way comic^are dime^to- 

Fire in the 
Distance: 

#3 And Beyond 

The third issue—the next 
morning—Chia reviews a disc on 
the car that struck Dewah-Moz. 
The police believe it was an acci¬ 
dent, Chia sees the laser fire in the 
background and figures that some 
pretty big, ugly things are going 
on and she shouldn’t get involved. 
She’s heard certain rumors of 
races gearing up for war. This 
works to introduce the main antag¬ 
onist, who so fer hasn’t been seen. 
This issue also has Chia dealing 
with a precognitive vision of her 

Ed and Chia fall in love and 
have a brief, torrid af&ir. In light 
of recent market developments 
Eric commented, “I don’t know if 
we’re going to change the rating 
on our book for this one.” An¬ 
thony added, “We’re hoping to do 
something that’s not explicit, but 

&ic continued, “Because of the 
emotional it may offend 

ed cutting edge of being lonely.” 
Anthoi^ took it a step further, ‘We 
also have a slightly overweight 
white boy rolling around with a 
tatooed ’Vietnamese woman, 
which I expect will raise a few 

Mirat has other problems 

besides the damage to the ship 
from the pirates. In this age, in¬ 
dividuals with talent woik the way 
free agents do in baseball today. 
There ate places you can go in the 
Known Wrrlds and auction your 
services. Most of the important 
crewmembers of the Wooden 
Bird; Ed, May-ohto-mah, Xinta, 
and the Group Mind are all labor 
contract. And everyone’s coming 
up for renewal! 

In the fourth and fifth issues, 
Mirat is drawn into a three-way 
trade deal, although he really 
doesn’t want to. He meets Captain 
Fera. The trade blows up in their 
6oes. Fera loses her diip and must 
accept reftjge from Mirat, whom 
she despises. Their animosity is 
resolval at the series' end. 

Anthony said, “'Ws posit that 
advenmre is costly. People get 
hurt.” “Han Solo wouldn’t stay in 
business 15 minutes,” Eric 
remarked, “You don’t use up 
equipment that way and expect to 
st^ in the black, (laughter) We 
refer to ttiLs book as ‘accountants 
in space.’ If you don't pay your 
taxes or pay your crew, you’re go¬ 
ing to lose your ship.” 

Mirat and crew want to avoid 
confrontation, so Anthony stated. 
“Th^ don’t want to fight pirates, 
to be embroiled in a galactic plot, 
to dart around the fringes of war. 
They want to go about their 
business. Unfortunately, cir¬ 
cumstances place diem in a posi¬ 
tion where th^ have little clmice. 
'This is gritty and discomforting, 
the way it really would be.” 

Around issue #6. Mirat goes to 

pick up the material he traded for 
in the first issue: post-World War 

II automifoiies hidden away in 
silos on Earth. Ws see some of 
whafs happened to the Southwest 
US. Ed is from Houston, which 
he totally finds “slagged.” When 
Eric and Anthony were deciding 
on Ed’s hometown and conse¬ 
quently what city to be slaggtkl, 
supposedly there was a long 
silence, they looked at each other 
and “grinned impishly." 

Alien Fire glows with sym¬ 
bolism, making it al the more en¬ 
joyable for the conscientious, not 
casual, read. There are dragon in¬ 
ferences, as with (ilia’s tatoo, Mid 

symbolism, pointing to the ^irit- 
ual alchemy that occurs as all of 
these people are brought to their 
own individual hells and eventual¬ 
ly triumph. We want the readers 
to understand at the end, there is 
triumph. There’s a lot of suffering 

joyous ending.” 

Throughout the series are 
numerous overlapping plots and 
various secret masters. Various 
subplots will be resolved or run 
parallel to the characters. “Once 

assu^, “that part of it will be 
easier to follow and understand.” 
Anthony compared it to the layers 
of an onion. “It takes a while to 
strip them ail down. And, mean¬ 
while, lots of tears.” 

Ultimately, this all leads to... 

(see "Bribers: Series Cmclu- 








something like mtchmen 

You ought to get your 
worth. And it daunts me 
hear people talking in a 

book is dense and that tl 


Commodities vs. 
Money’s Worth 

















N the depth.” 

hey first thought Fantagraphics 
lid be the ideal publisher. But 
didn’t work out. Neither did 
pse, although Cat Yronwode 
impressed when they showed 
the project. 

ric showed their project to 
lis Kitchen. Though Denis also 
d the material, at that time his 


Fire in 

Biack-and-White? 


Eric and Anthony’s plan is to write 
at whatever pace it takes and when 


He believes that was the main 
problem with the first issue. A 
problem that was alleviated thanks 
to the their stalwart, and broad¬ 
minded editor, Dave Schreiner, 
who, as Anthony revealed, “broke 
our hold on the idea that we had 
to do 24 books. He said, ‘look, 
this is throwing your pacing off, 
your sense of timing, everything, 
you're trying to shoehorn these 
elements into each book and you 
can’t play them out properly.’ So, 
that’s why we decided to just open 


financial staying power it n 
whether intelligent complex 
storyline can positively chal. 


locked-in-the-past non-accep 
of change only contributes t 
stagnation comics often finds 
in. We can only hope that ere 

company of Miller, Moore, 
others, push that envelope of 
is expected from comics. 1 

medium looks brighter, kin 
perhaps, by the light of an , 


Amazing Heroes 



A New 

Super Hero 


Bruce 

Jones 

Associates 


Rick Burchett 


Attention Retailers: Remember your BJA 
sales with Pacific. Order accordingly. 











































































































most unusual events in the life of the world. But, it’s all a ruse, as he leads 

Element Man. It was a new begin- the army into a trap. When Jezeba 

ning, which, unfortunately, died steps outside of the borders of Ma- 

still-born. Opening this two-parter Phoor, she suddenly ages 2000 

was the marriage of Sapphire Siagg years, in a scene reminiscent of the 

—not to Rex Mason, though, but to movie She. and Element Girl pledge themselves 

Willy Bannister, the “world's richest The story ends with Mr. Shadow pledge themselves to use their 

pl^boy." We then have three pages holding the Orb of Ra. But that’s not elemental powers for the force of 

mysterious Mr. Shadow arrives. morpho under arrest for the murder ty, "in the name of Argon!” (The 
Mr. Shadow hires the Rex Mason of Wally Bannister, Sapphire’s hus- betler-than-usual Jack Sparling art- 

part of Meiamorpho to locate the band. Metamorpho is found guilty, work contributes to this powerful 

lost land of Ma-Phoor; an Egyptian- and is frozen in a cryonics capsule, effect.) We then see the Prosecutor 

type Shangri-La. Arriving in Ma- and sent to the bottom of the sea. facing his "client” in a cavern filled 

Phoor, Metamorpho meets Jezeba, Element Girl arrives to free him. with various deadly insects. Upon 

phire Stagg. To add to the coin- feature is a gold-color mold of two him. 

(... he’s still useless.) Thunderer almost brought about Armageddon, and Metamorpho didn’t stop him. 






































Diilin/Joe Gietia 


“The Unknown Soldiers of Victory “ 
(Guest Appearance with the Justice 

L^^b/Dick Dillin^oc GicHa 


1, Apiil-May J972 
old Blood, Hot Gun! 
am-up with Batman : 


Haney/Jim Aparo 


(Guest Appearance with the 
Justice Lca^e) 

Un Wein/Dick Diliin/Joe Giella 


4, Sept. 1979 
ie PaAway of Doom, 
am-up with Batman) 

> Han^/Jim Aparo 


(Guest Appearance with the Justice 
League) 

Len Wein/Dick DiJIin/Joe Giella 


“And One of Us Must Die!” 
(Brief Guest Appearance with the 
Justice League) 

Len Wein/Dick DiUin^loe Giella 
and Dick Gjordano 


■ Comes Presents 


tmiy Oct 1972 
“And One of Us Must Die!” 
(Brief Guest Appearance with the 
Justice League) 

L«i >^fem/Dick Dillin/Joe Giella and 
Dick Giordano 


WORLD’S FINEST 


am-up with Superma 
rry Conway/Irv Novi' 


#217, April-May 1973 
“Heroes With Dirty Hands” 
(Team-up with Superman and 
Batman) 

Bob Haney/Dick Dillin/Murplty 


TICE LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


t, Feb. 1966 
etamorpho S^s—No!” 
lest Appearance/Team-up with 
Justice League) 

:dner Fox/Mike Sekowsky 


#226, Nov.- Dec. 19% 

“The Freak who Never Fails” 
(Team-up with Superman and 
Batman) 

Bob Haney/Dick DilHn/Tex 


#100, Aug. 1972 

“The Unknown Soldies of Vic- 


#100, Aug. 1972 


m me cosimic 
Tue-mBescent 


DON’T MISS THE FIRST 
FABULOUS ISSUE OF THIS 

HUMOROUS SCIENCE FICTION 
FANTASY ADVENTURE COMIC 
BOOK EXTRAVAGANZA. 


”1 laughed, I cried, 
it changed my life!” 


ANTICIPATED REVIEW 


TRUS Sicms 7M£ fOWRC 
UGIRD Of mRUR! 


First in a new line of comic books 
from lA/Ilalfe SIBE Publications. 
On Sate tn Jufy! 









^DOC’SBOWSHEL 





































OFFICIAL 


ComicBooH 


DELUXE ^ 


¥ Much, Much Me 


Ready for shipping by April 10th 


THE COMIC BOOK PRICE GUIDE 


^ Special articles by Terry 
Taylor & Tom Andrae! 

♦ 748 Jam-Packed Pages! 

¥ 40 Pages In Sizzling Color! 

Beautiful Disney Cover 
by Ron Dias! 

1986 Market Report! 

^ Latest Market Trends 
& New Issues! 


ORDER NOW!! 

Softback-$ 11.95ppd. Hardback-$ 16.95ppd. Fo..ifln ..nd S2.00 

OVERSTREET PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

780 Hunt Cliff Dr. NW. Cleveland. TN 37311 
PH: (615) 472-4135 


EXCITING EDITION 
Celebrating 

SNOW WHITE’S 
GOLDEN 
ANNIVERSARY 










































































Captain Confederacy has 
fumed traitor. The life of 
the president and the future 
of Project Hero are in Miss 
Dixie's hands. 


A little stress is good for you. 
Captain Confederacy #6. 

(Featuring Matt Feazell and 
Stu Shiffman, too!) 


Miss out on the first 
issue? 


Captain Confederacy #1 
Special Edition 


30 pages of story, ads. 




































Amazing Heroes m 












































^^^■DON ROSA’S^^^H 

INFORMATION 



























mworld 


enjoyed 20 years of peace. 
But now, a demented evil is 
brewing and only 
one person can 
stop it. 

Experience 
AMETHYST’S* 
amazing rebirth! 

Witness her triumphs and 
tragedies to save her beloved 
_ Gemworid! 


Discover the 
secret origin 
of Mordru,* 
the 30th cen¬ 
tury mad-arch 
sorcerer! 


Will this all-out battle affect 
the future of the LEGION 
OF SUPER-HEROES?' 

And, how does 
DR. FATE fit 
into it all? 


Find out in ^ 
this four issue ^ 
epic mini-series. 


Story by Keith Giffen and 
Mindy Newell with art by 
Esteban Maroto. 


New Format. 
Coming in August. 








































